IN THE CIRCU T COURT OF THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICI AL CTRCU T, IN
AND FOR BROWARD COUNTY, FLORI DA

ADM NI STRATI VE ORDER NO. |-01-B-3

IN RE: COURTHOUSE SECURI TY

| . GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

WHEREAS, threats and acts of violence directed at the
general public, wtnesses, jurors, litigants, |awers, court
personnel and judges denonstrate the need for additional security
at the county courthouse and at all courthouse satellites.
Accordi ngly, the undersigned as Chief Judge of the Seventeenth
Judicial Grcuit of Florida hereby prohibits all persons, with
t he exception of those specifically enunerated in section |
bel ow, fromcarrying or possessing firearns, weapons or
destructive devices, as defined in section 790.001, Florida
Statutes (1991), in the county courthouse or any courthouse
satellite (hereinafter collectively referred to as the
"courthouse") in Broward County. Further, this court prohibits
all persons fromcarrying or being in possession of any other
device(s) or instrunent(s) that could be used or perceived to be
used as a physical threat to persons, or property, in the
Courthouse/satellites in Broward County. Prohibitions may include
but are not Iimted to pocket knives, ammunition, fireworks,
caustic or flammable liquids. To enforce this prohibition the
court, with the financial support of the Board of County
Comm ssi oners of Broward County, hereby authorizes the
establishment of a court security detail. Further, the court
enpowers the security detail to stop all persons entering the
courthouse, with the exception of those persons specifically
enunerated in the section Il below, and condition the right of
entry upon the entrant's willingness to submt to a search of
their person and/or personal effects to include purses,
pocket books, briefcases, containers, packages, pagers, cellular
phones and any ot her electronic device deened necessary by the
security detail. Al persons refusing to submt to a search
shal | be denied access to the courthouse. Searches shall be
conducted through the | east intrusive neans practicable. The
purpose at the search is to insure the safety of the users and
occupants of the courthouse. Nonethel ess, discovery of illegal
weapons, contraband as defined in section 932.701, Florida
Statutes (1991), or other violations of crimnal statutes wll
result in the imediate notification of |aw enforcenent so that
an arrest and seizure nmay be effectuated.



1. EXEMPT PERSONS

A No | aw enforcenent officer of any departnent nmay,
ni nety(90) days after the effective date of this Order, enter the
Court house in possession of a firearm unless the officer’s
enpl oyi ng departnent has in place in its departnental Policy and
Procedures Manual, a requirenment and disciplinary procedures
preventing its officers fromentering the Courthouse or any of
its Satellites in the possession of a firearm other than in the
course and scope of the officer’s official duties. Each Law
Enf orcenent Departnent shall file with the Trial Court
Adm ni strator of the Seventeenth Judicial Crcuit a certified
copy of such policy and procedure prior to the entry of any of
its law enforcenent officers to the Courthouse or any of its
Satellites.

B. The follow ng shall be exenpt fromthe prohibition
against carrying firearns into the courthouse or any of its
Satellites: (1) Al Law Enforcenent O ficers of Broward County
Sheriff's Ofice, Al Law Enforcenent O ficers of any Broward
County nunicipality, Al Law Enforcenent O ficers of the State of
Fl orida, whose primary assignnent is within Broward County while
engaged in their official duties. However, no Law Enforcenent
Oficer my enter the Courthouse or any of its Satellites in
possession of a firearmfor any purpose other than in the course
and scope of the officer’s official duties. At no tinme nmay any
Law Enforcenent O ficer possess a firearmw thin the Courthouse
or any of its Satellites when off-duty or for any private or
per sonal purpose.

Al'l non-uniformand/or plain clothes | aw enforcenent officers
shall be required to present his/her official identification
prior to entry into the courthouse. Any officer not presenting
official identification shall be prohibited from possessing a
firearmw thin the courthouse. Further, non-uniforned and/or
plain clothes | aw enforcenent officers shall be required to
securely encase and conceal their firearms frompublic view Al
uni formed officers shall securely encase their firearns in their
service hol sters. This exenption only applies to Law Enforcenent
O ficers who are entering the Courthouse to fulfill their
official |aw enforcenent duties.
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The Courthouse security shall be required to maintain a
log for all non-uniformand/or plain clothes | aw enforcenent
officers in possession of a firearmand shall be required to
cause all non-uniformed and/or plain clothes to register
i mredi ately upon entry to the Courthouse. The | aw enf or cenent
officer’'s reason for entry to the Courthouse shall be recorded.
Any Federal |aw enforcenment officer, or any |aw enforcenent
officer of a departnent not in conpliance with Il (A) of this
Order shall immediately report to the officer in charge of the
Broward Sheriff's O fice as designated by the Chief of the
Broward Sheriff's O fice Court Services Division or his/her
desi gnee. The Broward Sheriff’'s officer in charge may in his/her
discretion allow that | aw enforcenent officer to possess a
firearmw thin the Courthouse or to require the firearmto be
secured in a firearns | ocker.

C. When entering the courthouse/satellites, the
foll ow ng shall be exenpt fromthe search requirenment: (1) al
Circuit and County Court Judges of the Seventeenth Judi ci al
Crcuit; (2) Al Constitutional Oficers of the State of Florida
whose primary office is |located within the Broward County
Courthouse; (3) the Court Admnistrator; and (4) all full-tine
General Masters. Court Security shall not exenpt any person who
i s exenpt under provision 2(C), unless that person is personally
known to the security officer or, if not personally known, the
person presents his/her official identification.

[ 11. NONEXEMPT PERSONS

A No one shall be permtted to carry any weapon into
the courthouse or its satellites unless the person is
specifically exenpted under section I1(B), I1(C) above.

B. Al'l | aw enforcenent officers who are authorized to

carry firearns as part of their official duties, are prohibited
fromcarrying a firearminto the courthouse or its satellites,
when the | aw enforcenent officer is a party to the proceedi ng and
not appearing in an official capacity.
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C. Al law enforcenent officers not enployed by a Law
Enf orcenent Agency situated within Broward County, all State of
Fl orida Law Enforcement O ficers not assigned to posts in Broward
County and any Federal Law Enforcenent O ficer or nenber of any
Broward County or Broward Municipal Law Enforcenent Depart nent
whi ch has not conplied wwth provision Il (A of this Oder, shal
be required to present identification and to imedi ately report
to the officer in charge of the Broward Sheriff’'s Ofice as
desi gnated by the Chief of the Broward Sheriff’s Ofice Court
Services Division or his/her designee. The Broward Sheriff’s
officer in charge may in his/her discretion allow that |aw
enforcenment officer to possess a firearmw thin the Courthouse or
torequire the firearmto be secured in a firearns | ocker. A gun
| ocker, shall be provided near the front entry to the courthouse
or any of its Satellites.

D. Prior to gaining entry into the courthouse, any
person carrying a legally-authorized firearmor other weapon
shal | surrender the weapon to the security detail. The weapon

shall be held under | ock and shall be returned to the officer
when | eaving the courthouse.

| V. ADM SSI ON SEARCHES

A Any person desiring to enter the courthouse or any
of its Satellites shall enter through authorized entrances and
shal | pass through a magnetoneter (netal detector).

B. Any person who activates the netal detector nust
enpty his or her pockets and pass through the device a second
time. If, after the second pass through, the netal detector is
again activated, the person shall be subject to a security search
to identify all objects which activated the netal detector.

C. Prior to passing through the netal detector, any
person carrying a package, briefcase, container, purse,
pocket book, pager, cellular phone or any other electronic device



shal | place such itens on the X-ray conveyor belt and/or shal
submt it to the security detail for visual inspection up to and
i ncluding activation, if applicable.

D. Shoul d the X-ray machi ne di scl ose what may be a
weapon the container shall be subject to a manual search
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E. The exam ner shall not read any witten materi al
di scl osed during a search
F. If Illegal firearns, weapons, destructive devices

or contraband, as defined above, are discovered during a search,
the appropriate | aw enforcenent authority shall be notified
i mredi ately so that an arrest and seizure m ght be effectuated.

V. LAW ENFORCEMENT W THI N THE COURTHOUSE

A Any person or persons engaged in any activity
which is perceived to be a threat to the safety of persons or
property within the Courthouse or its satellites, or which
di srupts the official business conducted within the Courthouse or
its satellites, or which constitutes a violation of a Florida
Statute, Broward County ordi nance or other nunicipal ordinance
shal |l be subject to ejection fromthe Courthouse or its
satellites upon order of a duly authorized | aw enforcenent
of ficer.

B. Any person or persons failing to imediately exit
the Courthouse or its satellites upon order of a duly authorized
| aw enforcenment officer pursuant to V(A) of this order, shall be
subject to arrest.

VI . PACKAGES AND LETTERS

A Al'l packages and letters entering the Broward
County Courthouse or any of its Satellites shall either pass
through a netal detector or be inspected. In the case of boxes
of materials and supplies delivered through the courthouse
| oadi ng dock, the inspection shall be to ensure that the



integrity of the carton has not been conprom sed. If a carton
appears to have been opened and reseal ed, the carton shall be
i nspected to ensure that no firearns, weapons or destructive
devi ces have been placed in the carton.

B. If illegal firearns, weapons, destructive devices
or contraband, as defined above, are discovered during a search,
the appropriate | aw enforcenent authority shall be notified
i mredi ately so that an arrest and seizure may be effectuated.
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VI1. NOTICE

The followi ng notice shall be posted in a conspi cuous
pl ace at all Courthouse entrances: "FOR THE PROTECTI ON OF THE
PUBLI C, ALL PERSONS ENTERI NG THESE PREM SES MUST PASS THROUGH THE
MAGNETOVETER ( METAL DETECTOR). | F THE DETECTOR REQ STERS, THAT
PERSON W LL BE SUBJECT TO A LI M TED SEARCH. ALL PACKAGES,

BRI EFCASES, POCKETBOOKS OR OTHER | TEMS CARRI ED BY A PERSON MJUST
BE OFFERED FOR | NSPECTI ON | F SUCH PERSON W SHES TO ENTER THE
BU LDI NG. ALL WEAPONS, | NCLUDI NG LEGALLY- AUTHORI ZED FI REARNVES,
MUST BE SURRENDERED PRI OR TO GAI NI NG ENTRY | NTO THE COURTHOUSE
AND MAY BE RECLAI MED UPON LEAVI NG THE COURTHOUSE. | LLEGAL
WEAPONS OR OTHER CONTRABAND DI SCOVERED I N THE COURSE OF THESE
SEARCH PROCEDURES W LL BE SEI ZED. "

DONE AND ORDERED in Chanbers at Fort Lauderdal e,
Broward County, Florida, this 29th day of Mrch, 2001.

/ s/ DALE RGCSS
Dal e Ross, Chief Judge

* supersedes admn. Order 1-97-B3 issued 10/1/97






